Dr. Jerry J. Clem Jr.
December 30, 1931 - April 29, 2020

John Jerome (Jerry) Clem Jr. A long time Richardson orthodontist, beloved brother,
husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather passed surrounded by his wife,
Martha, and family into the arms of Jesus and a large family of loved ones including his
beloved grandson, James waiting excitedly for his homecoming arrival on April 29, 2020
after a rewarding and happy 88yrs.
Jerry was born on Dec. 30, 1931 in Texarkana, TX to John Jerome Clem and Martha
Elizabeth Clem (née Segers). As a young man he delivered the newspaper and groceries,
as well as selling bibles door to door across the south. He was an active member of
Highland Park Baptist Church and a Boy Scout earning the rank of Eagle Scout. At
Texarkana H.S. he lettered in several sports and was a stand out on their football team
where they made it all the way to the state championship. He received numerous football
scholarship offers and choose to further his athletic and academic career at SMU (19491953) where he played both guard and linebacker positions, and was voted team captain
by his teammates. He met the love of his life, Martha at Baylor Hospital in Dallas, where
she worked and he went into have knee surgery from a football injury. They married on
March 16, 1953.
After SMU he played in the 1954 College All-Star Classic game and spent one year in the
NFL with the Philadelphia Eagles. He returned to Dallas when he received his acceptance
into Baylor Dental School. He worked many jobs to put himself through dental school
including: The Air National Guard, off shore drilling for Mobil Oil, and a phlebotomist at
Wadley Blood Bank. He graduated from Baylor dental school in 1960 with his D.D.S. and
set up his orthodontics practice in Richardson, TX. He was truly a gifted artist with a very
keen eye, giving beautiful smiles to all of his patients. Jerry was very devoted to his faith
and family. He served as a deacon and 11th grade Sunday school teacher at First Baptist
Church of Richardson for 20 years. He was a founding board member of Richardson
Heights Bank and Trust. Jerry loved to give back, he taught dental classes at Baylor
Dental School, was active in the J. J. Pearce Booster Club, an Indian Guide leader, and
helped coach R.S.I. football.

During the 1980’s Jerry formed J.J. Energies Co. and helped Martha run her Christmas
store, Clem’s Christmas Haus. He became a member of Heights Church of Richardson
where a very close family friend from Texarkana, Dr Phil Lineberger was pastor. Jerry was
very active with Martha at The Heights Church. He loved his Sunday school class and its
members. He also loved traveling and singing with the Senior Saints Choir under their
beloved Associate Worship Director, Angela Irby and was an active member of Gideons
International.
Jerry was preceded in death by his parents, older sister, Amye Jo Cook, and grandson,
James R. W. Dunlop.
He is survived by his loving wife of 67 years, Martha Marie Clem (née Klandrud), his
children Cynthia Marie Christensen (husband Kevin) of Kansas City, KS, Pamela Elizabeth
Perry (husband David) of Bentonville, AR, Rebecca Jane Dunlop (husband Woody) of
Parker, TX, John Jerome Clem lll (wife Jan) of Edmond, OK, Nancy Ligon Gilbert
(husband Bill) of Mesquite, TX, and brothers, Dick Clem (wife Becky) of Tallahassee, FL,
Tom Clem of Texarkana, TX, and Jim Clem (wife Linda) of Texarkana, TX, grandchildren,
Amye Elizabeth Dunlop of Dallas, TX, John Jerome Clem lV (wife Linzi) of Edmond, OK,
Christian Peter Christensen (wife Sara) of Kansas City, MO, Laura Elizabeth Perry of
Bentonville, AR, John Riese Wesley Dunlop of Allen, TX, Ashley Denise Thomas
(husband Matt) of Yukon, OK, Trevor Joseph Gilbert (wife Madisyn) of Mesquite, TX,
Meghan Elizabeth Gilbert of Santa Monica, CA, great- grandchildren, Hallie Grace Clem
and John Jerome Clem V of Edmond, OK, Olivia Morgan Thomas and Dillon Jasper
Thomas of Yukon, OK, Stanley James Christensen of Kansas City, MO, Remington Nancy
Gilbert of Mesquite, TX.

1Corinthians 15:55-57
“Where, O death is your victory?
Where, O death is your sting?”
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks to God! He gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
A Homecoming Celebration to honor Jerry will be held at The Heights Church Richardson
at a future date. In lieu of flowers donations for bibles in Jerry’s name can be made to:
The Gideons International
P. O. Box 940231
Plano, TX 75094-0231

Comments

“

Dr. Jerry Clem was my orthodontist and I considered him to be a great guy and
orthodontist. He also was my wife's orthodontist who got braces at the age of 30.
She still has beautiful teeth. We loved his demeanor and his professionalism. I am so
sorry to hear of his passing. He will be missed and may he rest in peace. Prayers to
his family. I still remember that he played at SMU and for the Philadelphia Eagles.

Bruce Anderson - June 08 at 10:22 PM

“

I'm sorry to read of Dr. Cleveland's passing g. While I didn't know him as well as
others I share my condolences. My mother Oleta Walker knew him I'm sure.
My heart and prayers are with the family during this time. I know God is with you
giving you comfort and love.
Martha McClarnon

Martha McClarnon - June 08 at 11:38 AM

“

Jerry Was a very special friend during our time together at RHBC, and visiting about
GOOD Ole days in Texarkana, football, and just being himself. We had an unusual
friendship that I cherish. I will miss his friendly greeting and smile. See you on the
other side Jerry
Harrel Neese

Harrel Neese - June 07 at 06:20 PM

“

Jerry was one great guy. He was one of the finest Christians I’ve ever had the honor
of knowing. I sure do miss him in our heights life group. Ron and Linda peel. Bryson
class 6/8 /2020 at the heights

ron peel - June 07 at 03:33 PM

“

To Jerry's family all. Because of the unusual times we are having I missed the
Passing of Jerry. we both started at SMU in !949 as a player and me as A student
athletic trainer. the one memory I recall is Jerry and I was taking our final Exam in
german the morning of 12/7 1949 and was late getting to the game verus Notre
Dame
Jerry in 1972 was very helpful in getting SZteve Smith a sturent trainer at Pearce to
come to Smu as One of my student trainers
There are not many Mustang stiil around from those years but Jery will always be
rememb ered and Missed by me..

eddie Lane - June 07 at 11:47 AM

“

Thank you Eddie Lane for informing me today of Dr. Clem's passing. My sincere
sympathies to the Clem family.
Dr. Clem was my orthodontist in Richardson, Texas in the early 1970's. So, I have the
opportunity to thank Dr. Clem for his impact on my life every time I brush my teeth and with
each and every smile that I can shine. I am also indebted to Dr. Clem for taking me to SMU
in 1972 to meet Eddie Lane. This meeting, which included an introductory lunch with Coach
Sleepy Morgan, opened the door for me to attend SMU beginning in 1973. I graduated from
SMU in 1978 with my Bachelors degree, and again in 1987 with a Masters degree.
What a kind and wonderful man Dr. Jerry Clem was!
I am so grateful to him and his family for their positive influence on my life!
Thank you, Dr. Clem!
Steve Smith, 6/7/2020
Lester Stephen Smith - June 07 at 04:37 PM

“

My Dad played against him in 49 when he was at Baylor and the Doaker was playing for
SMU.
Steve Parker - June 09 at 10:34 AM

“

Hi Martha,
I am so sorry for your loss. You and Jerry were so kind to me when I was a teenager
and you lived upstairs at 4606 East Side Ave. Frances was my mother and you and
Jerry plus one of his team mates took me to see Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis live at
Fair Park. What a thrill that Dean took the time to visit with us after the show.
I am now 82 and live near White Rock Lake still in old East Dallas. I bought many
lovely gifts at your Christmas store and Jerry was responsible for the lovely smiles of
my three children.
Sending you and your family much love, Annette "mike" Howe Ferrell

Mike Dunton - June 07 at 10:50 AM

“

Dixie Boley lit a candle in memory of Dr. Jerry J. Clem Jr.

Dixie Boley - June 07 at 09:41 AM

“

Martha, my parents were married 67 years also. I know you must really miss him. We had
our Brownie scout and Orthodontic days in common. Jerry was a good man and you have
been a dedicated wife. Thinking of you. Dixie Boley
Dixie Boley - June 07 at 09:48 AM

“

Our deepest sympathies to you. Thank you for sharing your loved one with so many
of us who regarded him as family, too, and were so inspired by his Christian life lived
everyday with joy, love, always loving and helping his fellow man, generosity and a
ready smile, story, laugh and genuine interest in your life. He was an amazing person
and we will always carry his memory fondly in our hearts.
Teresa and Gary Klembara

teresa klembara - May 20 at 10:14 AM

“

So very sorry to hear of Dr. Clem’s passing. Sending prayers of comfort and love to
Mrs. Clem and the rest of the family. I feel so very fortunate to have known the
Clem’s. They were always there for the Riley’s and we do love them like family. Dr
and Mrs Clem had a love for one another that a lot of people don’t get in a lifetime.
He will be missed but I picture him up in heaven with his grandson James and my
parents all celebrating his arrival!

Allison Swart - May 16 at 07:08 PM

“

Mrs. Clem (and Pam, Cindy, Becky, and John),
I'm so very sorry to hear this sad news. Such a sweet man, what I recall most
remarkable was how his love for his family was just so obvious, it was the first thing I
noticed about him. Decades later, seeing you both after Dad's service, that remained
unchanged.
Mother asked that I send you her condolences and a reminder that our door's always
open.
Love,
Nancy Witt and Mary Nygaard

Nancy Witt - May 10 at 07:51 PM

“

Clint & Linda Ogilvie lit a candle in memory of Dr. Jerry J. Clem Jr.

Clint & Linda Ogilvie - May 07 at 05:06 PM

