James Larry Burrus
April 2, 1942 - April 22, 2019

James Larry Burrus (“Larry” to those who knew him) died at 12:24 am on April 22, 2019 in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, after a long struggle with cancer and a recent stroke.
Born in Holdenville, Oklahoma to Doyle James Burrus and Viola Ghigo on April 2, 1942,
Larry was the oldest of three children, survived by his brother John Edward and sister
Peggy Rea. He graduated from Northwest Classen High School in 1960 and then served
his country in the Air National Guard.
On August 7th, 1965, he married Beth Ann Richards of Crescent, Oklahoma. They
enjoyed fifty-three years together, adopting two beautiful children, Leann Kaye in 1972
and Ryan James in 1974.
Known for his intelligence, stoic nature, and baritone voice (hearing him sing “Sixteen
Tons” was a delight), Larry worked long hours and travelled the world in his management
role at a major international electronics manufacturer. He expressed his love by providing
for his family and giving every opportunity he could for his wife and children to experience,
grow, and learn both in and out of the home. Always one to help someone in need, he was
a good man, a dependable and reliable friend, and touched the lives of those around him
in myriad positive ways.
He explored his love of working with his hands, electronics and mechanics by collecting
and restoring classic cars (such as his 1940 Ford convertible and 1938 Ford pickup) and
miniature world-building with model trains and cars.
Through his daughter Leann and son-in-law Terry Sigle he welcomed three grandchildren
into this world, taking great delight in his role as loving Pop to Landon, Gracyn, and
Holden Sigle, whether it consisted of hugs, telling them funny stories (he was a wonderful
storyteller; his “The Enemy is Watching” story was always a favorite), or playing chess.
A memorial is to be held at 2537 Loblolly St., Edmond, Oklahoma, on May 4th 2019 at

1pm.

Comments

“

Larry was a wonderful person and a joy to work with. May he rest in peace!

Skip Cameron - May 12 at 01:39 PM

“

Carolyn Leonard lit a candle in memory of James Larry Burrus

Carolyn Leonard - May 05 at 07:26 PM

“

Larry was a co-worker with my husband, Jon Heavener. I only met him once or twice
but he seemed to be a very nice man. Beth was so kind to me when I was in chemo
and unable to drive. She took me to appointments and we shared many good hours.
I just learned of Larry's passing. Please accept my deepest sympathy in your loss,
Beth.

Carolyn Leonard - May 05 at 07:26 PM

“

I was always struck how easy going Larry was, all while being efficient. That aside,
what is memorable was the sparkling eyes, the grin that turned into a Cheshire cat
smile, the wry laugh, and lastly, the voice that many men would die for, and many
women cooed over. Quite an eclectic and self-assured human being. One of the
people whom I have truly missed since leaving Seagate. Faretheewell. My
condolences to his family, other friends, and coworkers. Godspeed!!!

Bill Medearis - May 02 at 07:29 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of James Larry Burrus.

May 02 at 06:36 PM

“

Larry worked for me many years on PCBA B5. Strong Eng and Manager. I remember
his wife Beth, a nice Lady. Have many great memories of and with Larry. Jim
Nicholson

Jim Nicholson - May 02 at 06:21 PM

“

Larry worked with me for a couple of years, as the lead of quality control over our 3rd
Party repair vendors. He did his job well and had the respect of all that I ever knew.
Very Smart, occasionally sarcastic, and a genuine as that come.

Daren Daggs - May 02 at 04:04 PM

“

Larry and I were long term colleagues at Seagate. Larry driving his yellow '40 Ford
every day to work played a big part inspiring me to find a '59 Chevy Apache as my
daily driver. I still have that old truck. Larry worked with me and another colleague,
Art Ogg, at Art's house one 3 day weekend re-wiring my old truck. Larry was always
a hard-working and insightful person.
David Peck

David Peck - May 02 at 04:02 PM

“

I have no words to express my sorrow for the loss your family has experienced, Larry
was a wonderful man who made the world a better place. He was a wonderful son,
brother, husband, father, grandfather and friend. Larry seldom met a stranger, his
intelligence, his wit and general love of life endeared him to all that he met. It was
both my honor and my pleasure to have known him. And I am a better man for it.

Daniel Hansen - May 01 at 09:39 PM

